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Abstract 


The civilization of any city established on religious bases . The cities in 

the east and west on particular form and depend on particular criteria . Whatever 
the differences among these criteria , but there is contributed criteria , which 1s 
having symbolic impact . This 
means the arranging of these cities 1s not arbitrary arrangement , but h1s implicit 
signs and almost the identity card of the city represented in this arrangement 
through the way of arranging the roads and building. The roads and building 
depend on specific way . This thing has taken in consideration clearly in 
building Najaf .If we take photo for Najaf from air, we will see that all the 
building is round the Holly Shrine, which is symbol for identity of the city . The 
form of the city reflected the historical steps of the city during the last decades , 
which continued from its establishing at 787 until now . The study of the shap 
and the function of Najaf that there are natural, civilized, political and religious 
factor participated in growth and developing the city in desert place far from 
water. This place in need for elements to pull the people. Therefore, the features 
of the site and location, with their importance and its linking with the body of 
the building, but there role were very small in comparison with the other factors, 
which have a great effect. The inhabitance of the city suffered a lot because the 
water is very rare and that obliged them to open small rivers and channels to 
make water arrive to the city from Euphrates . 
The position of the city 1s not equal . The height of the city is gradually higher 
and higher to the city center .therefore , it was very difficult to make water arrive 
to the city center by channels, but the religious and cultural importance of the 
city was the bases for the town and crossing all the difficulties in building 1s 
form and distribute 1ts activities as Arabic and Islamic city. The is importance of 
the city was the mine role to bring and local and foreign people to the city and 
live init or to visit for short time. This led to quick change in using the land and 
this was the reason of many problems. The religious factors have the largest role 
in improving the industrial and trade and this factore was the reason for this 
growth to extent that the city to cross the old fence, which was surround the city 
at 1929 and announcing for starting anew stage from building different from the 
previous step. At 1959,the building different form from the last stage and the 
city started to lose its identity especially in the quarters, which 1s far from the 
city center. these quarters suffer from going far from the cultural inheritance and 
that cost it many psychological and economical sacrifices for the people in it 
This reflected negatively on the economy of the city and it is outside appearance 
from other said. 
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